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The Hereford Inlet Lighthouse in North Wildwood is on state and national historic registers. Photos by Kristian Gonyea, for The Star-Ledger 


A Shore town and a group maintaining the site 
battle over who will control the historic structure 


New Jersey’s towering light- 
. houses at Barnegat and Cape 

May may be more visible, the 
venerable Sandy Hook Lighthouse more 
historic, and the fortress of Twin Lights in 
Highlands more imposing. 

But no New Jersey beacon exudes more 
charm than the Hereford Inlet Lighthouse in 
North Wildwood. 

Built in 1874, the lighthouse looks like a 
seaside mansion from the street. The light- 
house is Stick style — a uniquely American 
Gothic that takes out the frills of Victori- 
an-era gingerbread and stays true to simple 
lines and eves — plain and elegant as a Pres- 
byterian church. 

The lighthouse is now straw-colored, as 
it was when it was built, but for years it was 
painted white, with a red roof and blue shut- 
ters — fitting for an American landmark that 
resides on both state and national historic 
registers. 

Designed by Paul J. Pelz, who would later 
design the Library of Congress, it is the only 
lighthouse of its kind on the East Coast, and 
one of only three in the nation. 

“Tt is the gem of the (Wildwoods) island,” 
said Steven Murray, president of the Friends 
of the Hereford Inlet Lighthouse, which 
operates and maintains the site. “That’s why 
the mayor wants to get his hands on it.” 

What follows is a story about what hap- 
pens when like-minded people disagree. 

They are like-minded in that everybody 
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loves the vintage landmark. Everybody 
agrees it is an important part of New Jer- 
sey’s coastal heritage, from a time when 
wooden ships needed beacons to navigate 
the perilous shoals of the barrier islands. 
And everybody believes it is good for tour- 
ism. 

What they don’t agree on is who should 
bein charge. 

The mayor and city council want man- 
agement of the lighthouse returned to the 
local government. 

The 600-member Friends group says if it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

It was broken once, boarded up and 
neglected by various federal and state 
agencies. It eventually became the prop- 
erty of the New Jersey Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection, and in 1982 the late 
mayor of North Wildwood, Anthony Cata- 
noso, and his wife, Phyllis, lobbied hard to 
get the state to lease it to the city. 

What followed was an incredible effort of 
like-minded people to repair and eventu- 
ally restore the lighthouse. It’s now a bus- 
tling tourist site, with tours, a museum, a 
gift shop and extensive gardens. In a state 
where history is often plowed over, the 
Hereford Inlet Lighthouse is a remarkable 
success story. 

That restoration effort was run by the 
city Lighthouse Commission and the 
Friends group, which evolved out of the 
SEE DI IONNO, 8 
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About the lighthouse 


What: The 56-foot-tall, 143-year-old struc- 
ture is one of three of its kind in the U.S. 

It was designed by Paul J. Pelz, who later 
designed the Library of Congress. 


Where: 111 N. Central Ave., North Wildwood, 
on land owned by the New Jersey Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection. 


At issue: The site is currently maintained by 
Friends of the Hereford Inlet Lighthouse, but 
the mayor and city council want manage- 
ment returned to the local government. 


Online: herefordlighthouse.org 


“I sent out a letter for help and I’m getting inundated 
with phone calls and emotional support.” 


Steven Murray, president of the Friends of the Hereford Inlet Lighthouse 
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BIR AL-ABD, EGYPT 


At least 


235 killed 
in mosque 
attack 


Terrorists use guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades 
to slaughter worshippers 


Brian Rohan and Samy Magdy 
Associated Press 


In the deadliest-ever attack by Islamic 
extremists in Egypt, militants assaulted 
a crowded mosque Friday during prayers, 
blasting helpless worshippers with gunfire 
and rocket-propelled grenades and block- 
ing their escape routes. At least 235 people 
were killed before the assailants got away. 

The attack in the troubled northern part 
of the Sinai Peninsula targeted a mosque 
frequented by Sufis, members of a mystic 
movement within Islam. 

Islamic militants, including the local 
affiliate of the Islamic State group, consider 
Sufis heretics because of their less literal 
interpretations of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the town 
of Bir al-Abd also wounded at least 109, 
according to the state news agency. It 
offered the latest sign that, despite more 
than three years of fighting in Sinai, the 
Egyptian government has failed to deter an 
IS-led insurgency. 

President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi vowed 
that the attack “will not go unpunished” 
and that Egypt would persevere with its 
war on terrorism. But he did not specify 
what new steps might be taken. 

The military and security forces have 
already been waging a tough campaign 
against militants in the towns, villages 
SEE EGYPT, 4 
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Anti-violence 
activist slain 
outside home 


She was killed in carjacking 
on Thanksgiving, police say 


Stephen Stirling and Jessica Mazzola 
For The Star-Ledger 


Shuri Henry knew the struggles of her 
Newark community well. She just refused 
to believe the community couldn't rise up 
to defeat them. 

“Would you like to improve the quality 
of life in our community?” So asks a flyer 
for a meeting she was helping organize for 
Thursday. “Come out and voice your con- 
cerns and ideas.” 

Henry was killed Thursday night out- 
side her home, allegedly the victim of a car- 
jacking as she returned from Thanksgiving 
dinner with her young nephew. She was 40. 

“All she knew was how to give,” said Lyn- 
don Brown, a district leader who was help- 
ing plan the meeting with Henry and has 
known her for 30 years. “How devastating 
for her to be taken on Thanksgiving when 
she’s given so much to everyone around 
her.” 

Police said she was returning home 
from dinner about 11 p.m. when she was 
approached by several men on the 300 
block of South 20th Street. She was shot 
and the men drove off in her car, a 2015 Kia 
Sorrento. Henry died at University Hospital 
a short time later. 

Her neighbor, Devon Wright, said he 
was watching football when he heard a 
SEE CARJACKING, 8 
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